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VOLUME FOUR APRIL, 2016 

Planning and Zoning Meeting:  April 13, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.                                                           City Council Meeting:  April 19, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

MAYOR’S MESSAGE 

“SMILE” - I am a mother of three (ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently completed my college degree.  The last class I had to take 
was Sociology.  The teacher was absolutely inspiring with the qualities that I wish every human being had been graced with. 
Her last project of the term was called “Smile.” 

The class was asked to go out and smile at three people and document their reactions.  I am a very friendly person and always 
smile at everyone and say hello anyway, so, I thought this would be a piece of cake, literally. 

Soon after we were assigned the project, my husband, youngest son, and I went out to McDonald’s one crisp March morning.  It 
was just our way of sharing special play time with our son.  We were standing in line, waiting to be served, when all of a sudden 
everyone around us began to back away, and then even my husband did. 

I did not move an inch… an overwhelming feeling of panic welled up inside of me as I turned to see why they had moved.  As I 
turned around I smelled a horrible “dirty body” smell, and there standing behind me were two poor homeless men.  As I looked 
down at the short gentleman, close to me, he was “smiling.”  His beautiful sky blue eyes were full of God’s Light as he searched 
for acceptance. 

He said, “Good day” as he counted the few coins he had been clutching.  The second man fumbled with his hands as he stood 
behind his friend.  I realized the second man was mentally challenged and the blue eyed gentleman was his salvation.  I held my 
tears as I stood there with them. 

The young lady at the counter asked him what they wanted.  He said, “Coffee is all Miss” because that was all they could afford.  
(If they wanted to sit in the restaurant and warm up, they had to buy something.  He just wanted to be warm).  Then I really felt 
it – the compulsion was so great I almost reached out and embraced the little man with the blue eyes. 

That is when I noticed all eyes in the restaurant were set on me, judging my every action.  I smiled and asked the young lady 
behind the counter to give me two more breakfast meals on a separate tray.  I then walked around the corner to the table that 
the men had chosen as a resting spot.  I put the tray on the table and laid my hand on the blue eyed gentleman’s cold hand. 

He looked up at me, with tears in his eyes, and said, “Thank you.”  I leaned over, began to pat his hand and said, “I did not do 
this for you.  God is here working through me to give you hope.” 

I started to cry as I walked away to join my husband and son.  When I sat down my husband smiled at me and said, “That is 
why God gave you to me, Honey.  To give me hope.”  We held hands for a moment and at that time we knew that only because 
of the Grace of God that we had been given were we able to give.  We are not church goers, but we are believers. 

That day showed me the pure Light of God’s sweet love.  I returned to college, on the last evening of class, with this story in 
hand.  I turned in “my project” and the instructor read it.  Then she looked up at me and said, “Can I share this?”  I slowly 
nodded as she got the attention of the class.  She began to read and that is when I knew that we as human beings and being 
part of God, share this need to heal people and to be healed.  In my own way I had touched the people at McDonald’s and to be 
healed.  In my own way I had touched the people at McDonald’s, my husband, son, instructor, and every soul that shared the 
classroom on the last night I spent as a college student.  I graduated with one of the biggest lessons I would ever learn:  
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE. 

At this time of the year when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ may we have unconditional love and acceptance of 
each other and remember to – “SMILE.”  Smiling will change lives, but most importantly it will change “YOU.” 

Sincerely, Mayor Brad Andersen 

 



COMMUNITY 

“Street Lights” - Have you noticed some street lights out or flickering on and off? Have you noticed some street lights on 
during the day? We call those “day burners”. Getting them fixed is easy and can be done within about two weeks as long as 
Rocky Mountain Power knows about them. To inform the power company, go to www.rockymountainpower.net and look for the 
"Report a streetlight outage" link in the Customer Service block.  There will be multiple ways to report the outage, but the Online 
form will be best since it creates a record to allow tracking.  Follow the directions provided.  You will need to know the nearest 
street address to the streetlight and the pole number corresponding to the light.  This can be found on the pole.  It's that 
simple!  Let's contribute to our community and do our part to get the lights back on! 

“Annual Easter Egg Hunt Thank You” – We would like to thank everyone who volunteered: from stuffing thousands of eggs 
to those who donated items and money; and for those who helped the day of the Easter Egg Hunt. Lastly, we would like to thank 
our Treasurer Amy Sullivan for coordinating this event to make it a great success. 

EVENTS 

 “Arbor Day and Spring Clean-up” – Mark your calendars for this year’s Arbor Day and Spring Clean-up for Saturday May 21, 
2016. Further details will be provided in May’s Newsletter. 

SUMMER BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL LEAGUES 

“Summer Baseball and Softball Leagues” – The City of Iona Sports will be holding registration for Summer Baseball and 
Softball Leagues on Friday, April 15, 2016 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 16, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. until 
12:00 p.m. at the Iona City Building.  

POLICE 

“Police Reserve Program” – The City of Iona is starting a Police Reserve Program. If interested please contact our Chief of 
Police Karl Bowcutt at (208)-716-4662 or via e-mail at ionapolice@cityofiona.org  

“Dogs At Large” - A note from the Chief of Police. We have seen the number of dogs on the loose in Iona rise immensely in the 
past month. We have had several animals killed or hurt by dogs running loose.  Please take extra measures to ensure that all 
animals are kept where they are supposed to be.  The problem has become so severe that I have notified my department that 
there is to be no warnings to owners with dogs at large.  A citation will be issued.  Please see attached City Code 5-4-10: 

 (B) Any owner or keeper of a dog who allows the dog to run at large on or in any public street, alley, sidewalk, park or place, or 
upon private property without the permission of the owner or occupant thereof, is guilty of an infraction.  

In addition, we have also had complaints about barking dogs. Please see attached City Code 5-4-10 

(A) Any person who harbors or keeps on his premises, or in his control any dog which by loud and prolonged barking, disturbs 
the peace and quiet of the neighborhood, or the occupants of adjacent premises, is guilty of an infraction. For the purposes 
hereof the term “loud and prolonged barking” shall mean (i) any incessant barking, howling, whining or other disturbing noise for 
a period of thirty (30) consecutive minutes or more within any calendar day, or (ii) intermittent barking for a period of sixty (60) 
consecutive minutes or more during any calendar day. Nothing herein shall allow the issuance of a citation to any dog owner 
whose dog is provoked by a trespasser, intruder or by any other person who unreasonably and without cause provokes or teases 
such dog. 

Thank you for your help with this matter.    

Chief K. Bowcutt 

VOLUNTEERS 

“Iona Day Volunteers” – Anyone interested in helping out with the Iona Day Celebration contact the City Office at 523-5600.  
This year’s celebration will be held on Saturday, July 23, 2016. 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

“Area of Impact Agreement” – The Planning and Zoning Commission invites you to come be a part of the regularly scheduled 
Planning and Zoning meetings as they update the Area of Impact Agreement with Bonneville County. This will continue to be a 

http://www.rockymountainpower.net/


topic of discussion until completion and they would like citizen input. A map has been included for reference purposes. 
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