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Mayor’s message
While many of you may have read this in the past, it remains a classic and deserves to be re-read to confirm who we are as both Americans and Freedom Fighters for those desiring to have their rights and freedoms.
At a time when our President and other politicians tend to apologize for our Country’s prior actions, here’s a refresher on how some of our former patriots handled negative comments about our Country.
JFK’s Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, was in France in the early 60’s when De Gaulle decided to pull out of NATO.  De Gaulle said he wanted all UD Military out of France as soon as possible.  Rusk responded, “Does that include those who are buried here? “  De Gaulle did not respond.
You could have heard a pin drop!  When in England, at a fairly large conference, Colin Powell was asked by the Archbishop of Canterbury if our plans for Iraq were just an example of empire building by George Bush.  He answered by saying, “Over the years, the United States has sent many of its fine young men and women into great peril to fight for freedom beyond our borders.  The only amount of land we have asked in return is enough to bury those that did not return.  You could have heard a pin drop!
Lastly…Robert Whiting, an elderly gentleman, arrived in Paris by plane.  At French Customs, he took a few minutes to locate his passport in his carry on.  “You have been to France before, Monsieur?”  The customs officer asked sarcastically.  Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to France previously.  “Then you should know enough to have your passport ready.”  The American said, “The last time I was here, I didn’t have to show it.”  “Impossible.  Americans always have to show your passports on arrival in France!”  
The American Senior gave the Frenchman a long hard look.  Then he quietly explained, “Well, when I came ashore at Omaha Beach on D-Day in 1944 to help liberate this country, I couldn’t find a single Frenchman to show a passport to.”  You could have heard a pin drop!
As we celebrate the 4th of July, I would hope we would let our children know it is not all about fireworks, but it is about the sacrifices that men and women gave so that we can have the freedoms we have today.  Let us not forget!  We still are the greatest Nation on earth.
Sincerely, 
Mayor Brad Andersen
community
 “Targhee Regional Public Transportation Authority (TRPTA)” - TRPTA was awarded a grant that provides FREE rides to Seniors on all service types in Idaho Falls (which includes Ucon and Iona), Rexburg/St. Anthony, Driggs, and Salmon areas.  For curb-to-curb service, please call dispatch at 208-529-1489 extension 2.  Prior day reservations by 4:00 p.m. are required for all demand service (curb-to-curb) trip request. 


Events
“Lion’s Club Breakfast – July 4, 2015” – Please come out and support the Famous Lion’s Club Breakfast, July 4, 2015 from 7:00 – 10:00 a.m.  
“Iona Day Celebration – July 25, 2015” – Come join the fun at the Iona Day Celebration, July 25, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.  There will be tons of things going on for children and families.  See attached flyer.  
“Iona Historical Society” - Iona Historical Museum *Grand Opening* July 25th, during the Iona Day Celebration, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Free of charge, but donations are very much appreciated.  Volunteers are needed.  For more information, please contact Marilyn Diehl 313-9032.
Spray park /splash pad
“Spray Park/Splash Pad” - The spray park/splash pad has been a huge success this summer, but I need to remind the parents and children about a couple of items.  1.  Please obey the rules that are posted on the building.  2.  Please watch your children and don’t let them put rocks or mud in the jets where the water comes out.  3.  Don’t let them hang on the trees.  They are very small and are trying to grow.  
I know most parents watch their children, but it only takes a few that don’t that can ruin it for all.  We want the spray park to be free to use by everyone.  We don’t want to charge people for the using it, but if trees are ruined and equipment broken; the additional expense will have to come from somewhere to pay a person to oversee the spray park.  Thanks for your help.
Water 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Watering” - The City doesn’t want to regulate when you water or fine you, but it is the same as with the spray park; a few people can ruin it for everyone.  The City has asked those with an address ending in an odd number to only water on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Those with an address ending with an even number were asked to only water on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.  The reason I bring this up is a couple of weeks ago our Public Works Director got an alarm about 5:00 a.m. that our water pressure had dropped below 40 psi.  He did some investigation and found that almost every street he drove down people had their sprinkler systems running; thus over loading the water system causing the pressure to drop.  We have plenty of water we just can’t have everyone using it at the same time.  The City would appreciate your help on this issue.
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